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DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife carvic.

50 CFR Part 17

Endangeredand Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of Findingon a
Petition to Ust the Florida Black Bw
AGENCr. FishandWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof finding on petition.

SUMMARr. TheU.S.FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncesa 90-daypetition
finding fora petition to amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
by addingtheFloridablackbear (Ursus
americanusfloridanus) asa threatened
species.Substantialinformationhas
beenpresentedto Indicatethat the
petitionedactionmaybewarranted.
Commentsand informationpertainingto
this noticeare Boughtfromthe public.
DATES: Thefinding announcedIn this
noticewasmadein September1990.
Commentsand Informationmaybe
submitteduntil furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsshouldbesentto theField
Supervisor,JacksonvilleField Office.
FishandWildlife Service,3100
UniversityBoulevardSouth,suite120,
Jacksonville,Florida 32216.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTAC’T~
DavidJ. Wesley,Field Supervisorat the
aboveaddress(telephone904/791—2580
or FTS 946—2580).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973, asamendedin 1982
(16 U.S.C.1531etseq.),requires that the
Servicemakea finding on whethera
petitionto list, delist,or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmay be
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90 daysof thereceiptof the
petition,and the finding is to be
publishedpromptly In theFederal
Register.If thefinding Is positive,the
Serviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commencea reviewof the species.

In a letterdatedMay 20. 1990, and
receivedby theServiceon June11, 1990,
Ms. IngeborgHutchisonof LakeGeneva,
Florida, petitionedthe Serviceto list the
Florida blackbear(Ursusamencanus
flonidanus)asa threatenedspecies.The
petitioncitesthefollowing factorsas
threatsto theFloridablackbean(1)
Illegal huntingby beekeepers,gall-
bladderpoachers,andothers;(2) loss
andfragmentationof critical habitat;(3)
huntingpressure;and(4) roadmortality.

Accordingto Hall (1981), theFlorida
blackbearisprimarily restrictedto
Florida,with its rangeextendinginto
Georgia(theOkefenokeeSwamparea)
andsouthernAlabama,terminatingjust
aboutat theAlabama-MississippiState
line. Westward,theFlorida blackbear
is replacedby theLouisianablackbear
(U. a. luteolus);thatsubspecieswas
proposedfor Federallisting asa
threatenedspecieson June21, 1990 (55
FR 25341).Northof its range,theFlorida

blackbearis replacedby theeastern
blackbear(U a. americanus),themo8t
widespreadof the18 currently
recognizedsubspeciesof blackbear.

TheFlorida blackbearIs listedas
threatenedby theFloridaGameand
FreshWaterFishCommission(section
39—27.003—005,FloridaAdministrative
Code),with theexceptionsof bearsin
BakerandColumbiaCountiesand
ApalachicolaNationalForest,wherethe
threateneddesignationdoesnotapply
andwhereregulatedhuntsareallowed.
Thesubspeciesis also considered
threatenedby theFlorida Committeeon
RareandEndangeredPlantsand
Animals,basedon habitat loss
(Williams 1978).The GeorgiaDivision of
GameandFishcurrentlyallows limited
huntingof theFloridablackbearin the 5
countiesadjoiningthe Okefenokee
Swamp,whereahealthypopulationof
600 to 700bearsis believedto exist.The
AlabamaDivision of GameandFish
considerstheblackbeartobea game
species,butno openseasoncurrentlyis
permitteddueto the low numberof
black bearsIn thatState.Themain
populationisrestrictedto riversand
swampsnorthof Mobile Bay.

TheServiceIncludedtheFloridablack
bearasa category2 candidatefor listing
In its December30, 1982 (47FR 58454)
andSeptember18, 1985(50FR 37958)
vertebratenoticesof review,andin its
January6, 1989(54 FR 554)animalnotice
of review.Thesenoticesincludeanimals
whichareconsideredcandidatesfor
listing asendangeredor threatened
species.Category2 candidatesarethose
forwhicha listing proposalis possibly
appropriate,but forwhich conclusive
dataon biologicalvulnerabilityand
threatarenotcurrentlyavailableto
supportsucha proposalCategory2
speciesareactivelyunderreviewfor
potentiallisting.

Beforedecidingwhetheror not to
proposethe listing of theFlorida black
bearasanendangeredor threatened
species,the Serviceneedsfurther
informationon theconservationstatus
of theFloridablackbear.Further
informationaboutthetaxonomicstatus
of this speciesis alsoof interest.During
the reviewof theLouisianablackbear
forproposedlisting, It wassuggestedby
oneauthoritythattheLouisianaand
Floridablackbears,andpossiblyother
southeasterncoastalplain bear
populations.may constitutea single
subspecies.

Despitetheneedfor further
information,theServicehasdetermined
that Ms. Hutchinson’spetition.
combinedwith otheravailabledata,
providessubstantialinformation
Indicatingthat the requestedactionmay
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be warranted.TheServicewould
appreciateanyadditionalrelevantdata.
comments,andsuggestionsfrom the
public.governmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity,oranyinterested
partyconcerningpotential listing of the
Florida blackbear.

Author

Thisnoticewaspreparedby Dr.
MichaelM. Bentzien(seeADO~ESSES
sectionabove).
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Authority
TheAuthonty for thisactionis the

EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, asamended
(‘6 U.S.C.1531 at seq-I.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports,Imports, Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated:October12,3990.

BruceBlanchard,
.1.. ~‘in~Dirn”tor. bYsh api~’l4iM/if~’S~r.*e.

(FR Doc. 90-24525Filed30-37-90:5c45arni
BILLING CODE 4310-55-SI


	90-24625

